Dairy Meadow

Writing at Dairy Meadow:

What we are doing:

We teach the National Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression. This
ensures that skills and knowledge are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to
maximise learning for all children. At Dairy Meadow, each class studies a different high-quality text,
lasting from a few weeks to a whole term, depending on the text type, length and year group. At
Dairy Meadow, we believe that writing and reading is closely linked, therefore linking our writing to
a core text encourages our children to make links and become empathetic and ambitious writers.

We aim to develop children’s ability to produce well-structured, detailed writing in which the
meaning is made clear and which engages the interest of the audience. Within each unit of work,
sequenced lessons ensure that prior knowledge is checked and built. Careful assessment and
planning is used when teaching the process of writing: teachers clearly model writing skills and
document the learning journey through consistent working walls; writing sessions are used to target
specific needs of both groups and individuals. Children have opportunities to write at length, in
extended, independent writing sessions at the end of a unit of work — applying their taught skills.

Children are taught discrete punctuation and grammar skills, appropriate to their year group, within
our text-based approach to planning, allowing opportunities to identify, practice and consolidate
grammatical understanding, whilst also being immersed in a text. Children then apply the grammar
and punctuation skills that they have learnt in their extended pieces of writing.

How our Writing curriculum links to the whole school target of embedding disciplinary knowledge:

* Children will develop knowledge of language — linguistic knowledge like vocabulary and

grammar, as well as knowledge of the world for comprehension.

* Children will develop their spoken language to become word rich, understanding the link
between reading and writing.

* Children will display proficiency in transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition

(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech and writing)
* Children will be given opportunities to write frequently for a range of audiences and

purposes. Displaying the conscious control of deploying words for effect and meaning.

* Children are aware that writing is a process that can be influenced by set texts, models and
scaffolded learning.

How our Writing curriculum builds over Key Stages:

EYFS

In Early Years, emphasis is placed mark making and how these marks have a meaning. To aid and
support their transcription process, children in nursery are given the opportunity to develop their
muscle and finger strength. This is carried out through large scale “play activities” such as through
muddy play, mark making in the sand, use of ribbons, scissors and crayons to develop their finger
and shoulder muscles. Children then move onto the use of chunky crayons where the develop their
motor skills and grip strength. In Reception, our children start to behave like writers, making distinct
lines and start to form letters based on their name and their phonological awareness.
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KS1 and KS2
Dairy Meadow’s writing structure in KS1 and KS2 is organised into three phases:

Phase 1 — Reading as a reader

Within this phase, the children develop a good knowledge and understanding of the text type. This
can be organised by:

- Introducing the text

- Discussing the plot, setting, characters

- Summarising the story

- Predicting

- Asking questions about the text

- Drama activities e.g. hot-seating, role play, improvisation

- Story mapping

- Look in detail at characters e.g. plotting their emotions

- Looking at how dialogue is used

- Why the author has used specific language/impact it has on the reader
- Unknown/ unfamiliar vocabulary (working out the meaning of words, using dictionaries)
- Reading with expression

- Inference

- Identifying themes/ the main ideas from the story

- Sharing opinions about the text/justify their views

- Making comparisons within and across other texts (e.g. characters, settings)

Phase 2 — Reading as a writer

The outcome of this phase is that the children will have developed a number of techniques which
they will be able to use in their writing.

- Analysing the text e.g structure, vocabulary, grammar and paragraphs
- Building a toolkit for writing

- Story mountains (mountain ranges)

- Boxing up method

- Hugging the text
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- Story detectives (looking at a small section, identify the techniques, children then have ago
themselves)

- Generating words and phrases

- Shared/modelled writing (co-construction)
- Peer feedback

- Editing and polishing

- Composing and rehearsing sentences orally

- Using a thesaurus

Phase 3 —Writing

By this point in their writing, the children will have successfully written their own
narrative/nonfiction text based on the genre that they have been working on and will include the
features they have looked at. This will occur via the following:

- Guided writing

- Planning own writing — plan in a variety of different ways using keys words
- Editing and redrafting

- Build up over the days, work on a small piece each day

- Peer discussion and assessment

- Peer feedback

- Editing and polishing

- Reading aloud their own writing

- Identifying the audience and purpose

- Research for their own writing

- Assessing the effectiveness of their own writing and justifying their choices - Proof reading for

spelling and punctuation errors

What we do and when:

Our writing curriculum is always built around a series of core texts that will inspire, engage and be
reflective of the cohort studying. A range of fiction and non-fiction writing tasks are taught as per
the phases above. Teaching is adapted to allow our more ambitious writers to make their own
choices in regards to language and writing perspective.

Tasks may be repeated across year groups to show development and to activate prior knowledge.
Taking the example of a setting description — we hope to show the development of this task across
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the school (Use of expanded noun phrases — Year 2, Figurative language — Year 4, Creation of
atmosphere — Year 6).

Each term provides opportunities for cross phase moderation so teachers are secure about the
levelling process.
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