
  

Subject Precis:  

Reading  

“Never trust anyone who hasn’t brought a book with them” – Lemony Snicket  

  

Aims and objectives  

We want our children to view themselves as readers for life. Individuals who can read fluently across 

a range of fiction and non-fiction, grasp meaning to unfamiliar vocabulary, have the opportunity to 

self guide their own literacy interests as well as appreciate how wonderful the world of words can 

be. We expect our readers to have:  

• excellent phonic knowledge and skills.  

• fluency and accuracy in reading across a wide range of contexts throughout the curriculum.  

• knowledge of an extensive and rich vocabulary.  

• an excellent comprehension of texts.  

• the motivation to read for both study and for pleasure.  

• extensive knowledge through having read a rich and varied range of texts.  

Teaching and learning  

Our Guided Reading curriculum explicitly teaches our pupils what it means to be a good reader. We 

do this through focusing on one core reading skill each week, developing their vocabulary, 

annotating text to decode and make meaning, and building a link between the skills of reading and 

the enjoyment of reading.  

We are creating a community of readers through dynamic guided reading sessions and allowing 

pupils to share ideas, discuss, and make links with other areas of the curriculum.  

Reading fluency is an essential skill that teaches our children the skills of a good reader: reading with 

meaning and for meaning. We incorporate fluency into every session through echo, choral, and pair 

reading, as well as using a fluency scale for pupils to self-reflect on their ability to read fluently  

Guided Reading allows teachers to bring joy into reading comprehension and for children to connect 

with a text, which will then encourage and develop the motivation to read independently as children 

can learn, practice, and embed habits of a good reader. In addition to our fiction texts, we provide a 

weekly non-fiction First News article. This ensures pupils are exposed to different format of texts and 

through discussion can provide the opinion, debate ideas, question sources, and talk about current 

events they have read.  

Additional support   

It is essential that all learners are able to participate during reading lessons and are making progress 

throughout the year. To ensure this is achieved, teachers adapt the learning to cater for all of the 

learners’ requirements and needs. Therefore, lessons are adapted appropriately and activities are 

pitched to the needs of the learners. Vocabulary and key reading skills are discretely taught and 

tested to gauge understanding. Children are given the chance to read aloud in several ways: echo,  



  

choral etc. Additional phonics support is given and reading is a key focus for choosing children who 

are going to be tutored.  

Staff Development  

Full support has been given to staff as we adapt to the new 3 day model of Guided Reading. Teachers 

have been given the opportunity to observe each other and the Reading Leader is on hand to 

support as necessary.  Surveys are used to ask teachers for feedback. Based on this, next steps are 

developed to further increase the quality of writing at Dairy Meadow. Children will be getting the 

chance to share their writing online through a zine. Inset’s are given over to ‘book chat’ where main 

themes and writing opportunities are shared by teachers.   

Monitoring and evaluating    

To monitor and evaluate the learning of the children, ‘book looks’ are carried out where children are 

given the opportunity to discuss their learning and the work they have completed. This allows us to 

gain a better understanding of what children have learnt and what they have enjoyed about the 

subject. Additionally, this ensures that high quality of learning and teaching remains consistent 

throughout Dairy Meadow. Children attend termly ‘Hot Chocolate Friday’s’ where they can discuss 

their learning, talk about the role of prior knowledge as well as debate what makes a good reader. 

Question level analysis grids are used to identify patterns of weakness that are addressed through 

specific questioning.  

Enrichment opportunities  

To enhance our writing curriculum, where possible, we welcome authors to the school to share in 

their craft. Visits to the local library are timetabled in for each year group so children have a chance 

to indulge their own interests and see what the culmination of a quality piece of writing can actually 

achieve.   

Skills Builder Links  

During writing lessons, children are able to use several skills which are vital for their development. 

They are encouraged to engage in several discussions, evaluating their own work and also that of 

their peers. Aiming high and creativity is clearly the benchmark that we aspire to. This allows 

children to apply their speaking skills, clearly communicating their point whilst also using their 
listening skills to attentively hear what others think.    

  


