
Dairy Meadow – Vocabulary Progression - Music  

  

Year 1  Year 2  Year 3  Year 4  Year 5  Year 6  

Pulse  
 Repeating pattern  
 Match the voice  
 Thinking voice  

Call and response  
 Loud  
 Soft  
Fast  

 Slow  
Tempo  

 Rhythm  
  

  
What our children will be 

listening to:  
Classical  

 20th Century  
 Art Pop  
 Blues  

 Brazilian Samba  
 Warlock  

 Tchaikovsky  
 Stravinsky  

 Mozart  
 Holst  

 Kate Bush  
 Ma Rainey  

Pulse  
Call and response  

 Dot notation  
 Toneset  

Singing names  
 Tempo  
 Faster  
 Slower  
 Pulse  

 Repeating pattern  
 Strong beat  
 Dynamics  

Gradually louder  
 Gradually softer  

  
What our children will be 

listening to:  
21st century  
20th century  
 Rock n Roll  

 Pop  
 Indonesia (Gamelan)  

 The Soca Boys  
 Offenbach  

 Calypso  
 Irish Folk  

 Rimsky-Korsakov  
 Harold Arlen  
 Anna Clyne  

 Ravel  
 Elvis Presley  
 The Beatles  

Call and response  
Pulse  

Rhythm  
 Tempo  
 Pitch  

 Dynamics  
 Rhythm names  

Dot notation  
 Singing names  

 Crotchets  
 Quavers  
 Toneset  
 Ostinato  

  
What our children will be 

listening to: Baroque  
Romantic  

 21st Century  
Funk  

 India (Indian classical)  
 Handel  

 Tina Turner  
 Mussorgsky  
 A.R. Rhaman  
 James Brown  

Rhythm  
 Rhythm names  

Call and response  
 2, 3, 4 time  

Metre  
 Pulse  

 Ostinato  
 Minim  

Rest  
 Round  

 Bar lines  
 Dot notation  

 Singing names  
 Strong beat  

 Syncopa  
 Thinking voices  

 Rhythm notation  
 Glockenspiel  

  
What our children will be 

listening to: Classical  
Early Music  

 20th Century  
Jazz  

 90s Indie  
 Punjab/UK (Bhangra)  

 Trinidad (Calypso)  
 Italian Folk  

 Oasis  
 Queen  

 John Philip Sousa  
 Rodgers & Hammerstein  

 Shostakovich  
 Beatles  

 Beethoven  
 Rutter  

Hildegard  
 Duke Ellington  

Pulse  
Crotchet rest  

 Ostinato  
Strong beat  

 Rhythm  
 Rhythm names  

 Lullaby  
 Semiquaver  

 Time signature  
 2/4, 3/4, 4/4  

 Bar and bar lines  
 Singing names  

 Pitch  
 Stave  

 Structure  
 Ostinato  
 Harmony  
 Phrases  

  
What our children will be 

listening to:  
20th century  

90s Pop  
 80s Synth/Pop  

 Nigeria (Drumming)  
 South Africa (Choral)  

 Italian Folk  
 Verdi  

 Bronski Beat  
 Björk  

 Britten  
 Coleridge-Taylor  

 Vaughan Williams  
 Jona Lewie  

Shostakovich  

Oasis  

Rhythm  
Round  

Rhythm names  
 Thinking voice  

Pulse  
 Improvisation  
 Composition  
 Strong beat  

 Score  
 Ostinato  

 Stave notation  
 Toneset  

 Rhythm notation  
 Ensemble skills  

 Tempo  
 Dynamics  

 Singing names  
  

What our children will be 
listening to:  
Romantic  

21st Century  
 90s RnB  

 Middle Eastern Folk  
 English Folk  
 Polish Folk  

 Jazz  
 Argentina (Tango)  

 The Soca Boys  
New Order  

 Destiny’s Child  
 The Dukes of Dixieland  



  


